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Pairing
GHG reduction with economic growth

•Important keys to the puzzle:

•Technology

•Collaboration

•Affordability



Pairing
GHG reduction with economic growth

• Vermont’s 2016 
Comprehensive Energy Plan 
lays out a holistic strategy 
of targeting GHG reductions 
through renewable energy 
deployment, and 
electrifying the 
transportation sector.

• Executive summary at:

https://publicservice.vermont.gov/sites/dps/files/d
ocuments/Pubs_Plans_Reports/State_Plans/Comp_
Energy_Plan/2015/2016CEP_ES_Final.pdf

• Full report at: 

https://outside.vermont.gov/sov/webservices/Shar
ed%20Documents/2016CEP_Final.pdf

https://publicservice.vermont.gov/sites/dps/files/documents/Pubs_Plans_Reports/State_Plans/Comp_Energy_Plan/2015/2016CEP_ES_Final.pdf
https://outside.vermont.gov/sov/webservices/Shared%20Documents/2016CEP_Final.pdf


Pairing 
GHG reduction with economic growth

Transportation Electrification

+ 

Renewable Energy

= 

GHG Reduction 

and 

Economic Growth

2016 Vermont 
Comprehensive 
Energy Plan, 
Executive Summary 
at p. 6. Available at: 
https://outside.verm
ont.gov/sov/webser
vices/Shared%20Doc
uments/2016CEP_Fi
nal.pdf



Pairing
GHG reduction with economic growth

Governors 
Staying 
Ahead of the 
Energy 
Innovation 
Curve:  A 
Policy 
Roadmap for 
States, at p. 
19. Available 
on-line at: 
https://www.
nga.org/wpco
ntent/uploads
/2018/07/Ene
rgyInnovation-
Roadmap-
Final-Hi-Res-
for-Posting-
Online.pdf



Technology
is a key to pairing GHG reduction and economic growth

Governors Staying 
Ahead of the Energy 
Innovation Curve:  A 
Policy Roadmap for 
States, at p. 21. 
Available on-line at: 
https://www.nga.org
/wpcontent/uploads
/2018/07/Energy-
Innovation-
Roadmap-Final-Hi-
Res-for-Posting-
Online.pdf



Technology 
is a key to pairing GHG reduction and economic growth

In the U.S., the pace of technology 
adoption has accelerated over the 
past decade. 

100 years for landline telephones to 
reach widespread adoption

48 years for the adoption of electric 
power

30 years for the adoption of color
TV. 

10 years for widespread use of cell 
phones, smartphones and tablets.



Collaboration 
is a key to pairing GHG reduction and economic growth



Collaboration 
is a key to pairing GHG reduction and economic growth

• The National Governors 
Association in the United 
States published a roadmap 
to transportation
innovation in July of 2018

• https://www.nga.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/07/Transportation
-Innovation-Roadmap-Final-Hi-Res-for-
Posting-Online.pdf
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Collaboration 
is a key to pairing GHG reduction and economic growth

Governors Staying 
Ahead of the Energy 
Innovation Curve:  A 
Policy Roadmap for 
States, at p. 22. 
Available on-line at: 
https://www.nga.org/w
pcontent/uploads/2018
/07/Energy-Innovation-
Roadmap-Final-Hi-Res-
for-Posting-Online.pdf



Collaboration 
is a key to pairing GHG reduction and economic growth

• Empower agencies to help accelerate 
adoption of innovative energy 
technologies

• Convene working groups of stakeholders 
to foster accelerated adoption of 
innovative energy technologies

• Promote adoption of state procurement 
targets for innovative energy 
technologies

• Encourage regulated utilities to pursue 
innovative energy technologies

• Support R&D through innovation 
programs to develop home-grown 
technologies and expertise

• Promote laws and regulations that drive 
technological innovation and deployment



Collaboration 
is a key to pairing GHG reduction and economic growth

• Vermont Governor Scott 
ordered the formation of the 
Vermont Climate Action 
Commission in July 2017

• https://anr.vermont.gov/sites/a
nr/files/Final%20VCAC%20Repo
rt.pdf

(On-line document p. 91-94; 
original document p. 87-90)

https://anr.vermont.gov/sites/anr/files/Final%20VCAC%20Report.pdf
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is a key to pairing GHG reduction and economic growth
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the Vermont Climate Action 
Commission in July 2017

• https://anr.vermont.gov/sit
es/anr/files/Final%20VCAC
%20Report.pdf



Affordability 
is a key to pairing GHG reduction and economic growth

• Stakeholders must collaborate to 

• Ensure an affordable and stable cost of living

• Ensure an affordable and stable cost of doing business

• Increase entrepreneurship opportunities

• Create well-paying jobs in renewable energy and efficiency services

• Ensure an equitable distribution of benefits and burdens
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